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grown to encompass a warehouse in
Burnaby, a building in Vancouver and an
office on Vancouver Island. But the
commission’s main location — a five-storey
edifice in a downtown Vancouver building on
West Hastings Street — is among the least
used buildings in the city. Most of the
agency’s staff are based in the central office
in the city, and they have a large contingent
at the B.C. Court of Appeal. The
commissioners work out of the Victoria
building when they’re in town. article
continues below That arrangement will
change if the B.C. government proceeds with
a plan to create a public inquiry into the
commission, expected to be finalized in the
next few weeks. The government, led by
Premier John Horgan’s New Democrats, has
proposed to create the inquiry by combining
the B.C. Securities Commission with the
Office of the Market Regulator of British
Columbia. At the B.C. Securities
Commission’s ratepayer hearings last week,
the commissioners heard from witnesses
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who urged the government not to create the
Inquiry. The commission’s former chair,
Cynthia Kosh, and New Democrat MLA Lana
Popham asked Horgan not to ram through a
review of the agency. “The model for the
Inquiry process is the National Inquiry into
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls,” Kosh told the gathering. “There
was community consultation, there was a
call for submissions, there was consensus
among the commissioners that a public
Inquiry is the right way to do this.” Scott
McNicoll, a former RCMP officer, was
appointed by the government to lead the
iInquiry. He has not been able to share the
preliminary findings of his review yet. He’s
spent the past four months quietly
conducting interviews, he said, and was
waiting to see how the commission came out
to determine how many public hearings to
hold. He will be reporting his
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